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Rocky gives birth 
to her 11th monk 
seal pup at remote 
Kauai location 
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Votes from Kim were 
taken when the 
former congressman 
entered the race 


By Sophie Cocke 


scocke@staradvertiser.com 


ormer Congressman 
F Ed Case has estab- 

lished a commanding 
lead in the race for the con- 
gressional seat representing 
urban Oahu, apparently si- 
phoning off enough poten- 
tial votes from state Sen. 
Donna Mercado Kim as to 
knock her down to a distant 
third place in the Demo- 
cratic primary, according to 
the latest Honolulu Star-Ad- 
vertiser Hawaii Poll. 

Case jumped into the race 
late, declaring his candidacy 
just over a month ago on the 
last day to file nomination 
papers for the Aug. 11 pri- 
mary. The 11th-hour 
shake-up was surely a 
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Josh Green 
widens lead 
in lieutenant 
governor race 


By Rob Perez 


rperez@staradvertiser.com 


Heading into the final 
month of the campaign, 
state Sen. Josh Green has 
substantially widened his 
lead over four other Demo- 
cratic candidates for lieu- 
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Hanabusa criticizes Ige’s 
leadership; Ige counters, 
‘Criticizing isn’t leadership’ 
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Ed Case far ahead in race for seat in Congress 
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If the 2018 Democratic primary 
for Hawaii’s Ist District 
congressional seat were held 
today, for whom would you vote 
if the candidates were: 
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>> Tulsi Gabbard should debate 


rivals, voters say. A4 


>> Majority of voters are supportive 


of safe zones for the homeless. B1 
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The Hawaii Poll, conducted July 6-11 on cellphones and landlines 
by Mason-Dixon Polling & Strategy, included 244 likely Democratic 
primary voters in the 1st Congressional District. The margin of 
error is plus or minus 6.4 percentage points. The March poll, 
conducted March 13-18, included 242 Democratic primary voters 
in the 1st Congressional District and had a margin of error of plus 
or minus 6.4 percentage points. Case and Fukumoto were not 
candidates when the March poll was conducted. 
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tenant governor, the latest 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser Ha- 
waii Poll shows. 

Some 34 percent of likely 
statewide Democratic pri- 
mary voters said they would 
cast their ballot for Green if 
the election were held to- 
day, according to the poll, 
conducted last week by Ma- 
son-Dixon Polling & Strategy. 

That gives the Hawaii is- 
land senator a 20-percent- 
age-point lead over his two 
closest competitors, state 
Sen. Jill Tokuda and Kauai 
Mayor Bernard Carvalho, 
who both tallied 14 percent 
in the poll. 

Undecided voters totaled 
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KILAUEA ERUPTION 


Lava bomb injures 23 passengers on boat tour 


By Rosemarie Bernardo 
rbernardo@staradvertiser.com 


Lava Ocean Tours, the lava boat 
tour operator whose 23 passen- 
gers were injured Monday morn- 
ing by lava bombs, had a special 
permit to come within 50 meters 
of the lava’s ocean entry point, the 
U.S. Coast Guard said. 

But the Coast Guard yanked all 
special permits after the injuries 
Monday, and the four permitted 
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NSI DE >> Despite incident, 
boat tour demand 
still going strong. B1 


lava boat tour companies must 
now remain 300 meters from the 
ocean entry, said Coast Guard 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Matthew 
West. 

The restrictions were shortened 
a week ago to 50 meters from 
100 meters, and Lava Ocean Tours 
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pushed for the change, said Kanoa 
Jones, who owns one of the four 
permitted companies, Moku Nui 
Lava Tours. 

Until Monday the eruption of 
Kilauea, which began May 3, had 
caused relatively few direct human 
injuries. Darryl Clinton injured his 
left ankle when a lava bomb hit 
him May 19 as he was standing on 
his lanai. 

Most of the damage Monday was 
done by one lava bomb — a little 


Video is available 

at staradvertiser. Dl 
com. — 

larger than a basket- b 


ball — that exploded 

into the air and onto the boat, 
crashing through its metal roof and 
landing on the passengers below. 
Smaller lava rocks pummeled the 
boat, known as Hot Spot. 
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